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INTRODUCTION
THE CHARGE OF NETHERLORN
The Charge has been given permission to call without
restriction.
The Netherlorn Churches are situated south of Oban in
Argyll and consist of two linked congregations.
They are Kilbrandon and Kilchattan Parish Church on the
Islands of Seil and Luing, and Kilninver and Kilmelford
Parish Church on the mainland.
The Manse for Netherlorn sits above Kilmelford Church.
We are a group of diverse, welcoming and inclusive
congregations which operate under the Church of
Scotland's unitary constitution, each congregation having its
own Kirk Session which meets separately.
Joint Netherlorn Kirk Session meetings are held once or
twice a year.
The
Netherlorn
Churches
have
a
website:
www.netherlornchurches.org.uk, and Facebook page, from
which this Parish Profile is available, as well as more
information about our life and worship.

We are committed to
using and developing
the gifts of our
members, and we are
looking and praying
for a new Minister to
lead us in increasing
our involvement in the
communities which we
serve, building on
what we have
achieved, and in
meeting the
challenges that we
face as rural
congregations in the
21st Century.

For further information please contact:
Nominating Committee Chair, Rachel Ross: rachel@lochmelfort.co.uk
or
Interim Moderator, Alison Hay: AHay@churchofscotland.org.uk

KILMELFORD CHURCH AND MANSE
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THE MANSE
The Manse is situated behind Kilmelford Church in the village of Kilmelford. It is a
modern family sized bungalow, with four bedrooms (one ensuite with shower), bathroom,
second toilet, hall, study, dining room, sitting room and kitchen.

It has a large garden with a new garden shed, ample parking and lovely views. The Manse
has been maintained in very good condition, and has a new bathroom, with replacement of
some windows planned.
Heating is provided by electric background night storage radiators (some with convector
heaters as well) plus a new multi fuel stove in the sitting room.

VIEW FROM THE MANSE
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PARISHES AND AMENITIES
KILBRANDON & KILCHATTAN
Kilbrandon and Kilchattan Parish covers the islands of Seil, Easdale and Luing, with an area
on the mainland including Ardmaddy. The population of Seil is around five hundred;
Easdale around sixty; and Luing around two hundred. The population of all three islands is
a mixture of local Argyll people and others who have moved there from other parts of the
UK and beyond.
Residents are employed in local businesses including fishing, farming, construction and
tourism, as well as the health service, and many commute to Oban for work. All three
islands are popular tourist destinations, with a number of holiday homes. The Isle of Seil
has three main villages - Clachan Seil, Balvicar and Ellenabeich. Seil is accessed from the
mainland via the historic Clachan Bridge.
The island has two pubs/restaurants - Tigh an Truish in Clachan Seil, and the Oyster Bar in
Ellenabeich. There is a well-stocked local shop and post office in Balvicar, and a nine-hole
golf course. Easdale Medical Practice is situated near Balvicar, and covers Kilninver and
Kilmelford as well as the Slate Islands.
The flourishing Easdale Primary School is situated in Ellenabeich, where there is also a local
heritage centre and the Seil Island Hall. Seil and the neighbouring mainland area boast two
exceptional gardens - An Cala in Ellenabeich, and Ardmaddy Castle on the mainland. Boat
trips are available from Clachan Seil and Ellenabeich to the Garvellach Islands and the Gulf
of Corrievreckan. Easdale Island is accessed by a two-minute trip by passenger ferry from
Ellenabeich. There are no cars on the island. Easdale has its own community hall, as well as
the Puffer Bar and Restaurant and a small local museum.
The Isle of Luing is accessed by a five-minute trip by car/passenger ferry from Cuan on
Seil. It has two main villages, Cullipool and Toberonochy, both of which have their own
community village halls. There is a shop and Post Office at Cullipool. The recently
opened Atlantic Islands Centre is in Cullipool, and has a museum and exhibitions relating to
the life, history and natural history of Luing and the Slate Islands as well as a popular cafe
and restaurant. Luing Primary School is situated between Cullipool and Toberonochy, next
to Kilchattan Church.

CULLIPOOL, LUING
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KILNINVER & KILMELFORD
The village of Kilninver is eight miles south of Oban, with Kilmelford eight miles further
south.
Kilninver has a population of around sixty, and Kilmelford around two hundred and
fifty. There are regular bus services to Oban and Lochgilphead.
The surrounding rural areas include a number of farms. Local residents are employed in
agriculture, aquaculture, healthcare, the local authority and tourism, with a number
commuting to Oban and Lochgilphead for work.
Kilmelford Village has a well-stocked shop and post office with vegan cafe, Village Hall,
restaurant at Melfort Village holiday complex and two hotels, the Cuilfail Hotel within the
village itself and, further south, the Loch Melfort Hotel.
The area is very popular with tourists and sailors with a boatyard at Kilmelford and the
wonderful National Trust Arduaine Garden 4 miles south.
The local Primary School is in Kilninver, with secondary school students commuting to
Oban High School.
The area is served by the Easdale Medical Practice on the Isle of Seil, which is a dispensing
practice with two GPs and several other healthcare staff and provides exemplary care and
service. Their website is:
www.easdalemedicalpractice.scot.nhs.uk

LOCH MELFORT FROM NORTH SHORE
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OBAN & LOCHGILPHEAD
The town of Oban is situated twelve miles north of Seil and fifteen miles north of
Kilmelford.
There are regular bus services from Seil and Kilmelford to Oban which is regularly served
by buses and trains from Glasgow (approximately three hours). There are several
supermarkets (Tesco, Aldi, Lidl, M&S) and a wide variety of other shops, as well as
numerous high-quality cafes, bars and restaurants plus the Phoenix Cinema and the
Atlantis Gym and Leisure Centre.
The Lorn and Islands District General Hospital is located in Oban with air ambulance
service to Glasgow, along with a number of dental practices. Oban High School is the local
secondary school.
The Oban Campus of the University of the Highlands and Islands and the world-renowned
SAMS Centre for Marine Biology is in Dunstaffnage, a few miles north of Oban. There are
regular ferry services to the islands of Mull, Kerrera, Lismore, Barra, South Uist, Coll,
Tiree and Colonsay - the Mull ferry provides a link to onward bus and ferry links to Iona.
Boat trips are also available from Oban to visit Staffa and the Treshnish Islands.
Oban is a thriving town, with many opportunities for employment in local Council offices
(Planning, Social Work etc.), Sheriff Court, various professional offices, several schools,
and tourism and hospitality sectors.
Many similar opportunities are to be also to be found in Lochgilphead, 38 miles south of
Oban, where there is the main psychiatric facility for Argyll - the Succoth at Mid-Argyll
Hospital. On its outskirts are the Argyll and Bute Council headquarters at Kilmory Castle.
Job vacancies are regularly advertised in the local newspapers, the Oban Times and the
Argyllshire Advertiser.

OBAN

LOCHGILPHEAD
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WORSHIP AND CHURCHES
Three services are held on most Sundays. The Minister either takes the service in one of
the two mainland churches, or the services in the two island churches, on alternate Sundays,
while the services in the other churches are taken by another member or members of the
Netherlorn Churches Worship Team.
Since the beginning of Covid restrictions, members of the Worship Team have led online
worship every Sunday on YouTube - see the Netherlorn Churches website and Facebook
page for links to some examples of these videos.

KILBRANDON CHURCH on the Isle of Seil was built in the mid nineteenth century and
has world-famous stained-glass windows installed in the 1930s by Douglas Strachan.
Kilbrandon Church benefits from good disabled access and has a kitchen and toilet, well
equipped office, new air-source heating, meeting room, organ and clavinova, loop and PA
system and AV screen.

KILBRANDON CONGREGATION
WITH MALAWI VISITORS

KILCHATTAN CHURCH was built in 1934.
It is well maintained and has electric heating, a good-sized kitchen and a toilet. The church
has good disabled access, an organ, a computer linked screen and a sound system with hearing
loop. The good-sized vestibule is used for Sunday School and Kirk Session Meetings. The
church has a large car park opposite and is situated next to the War Memorial and Luing
Primary School.
In Kilbrandon, a service is held at 10am on Sundays,
followed by a service at Kilchattan at 11.30am. From
the mainland, access to Kilbrandon Church is via the
Clachan Bridge, and there is a car ferry at 11 am giving
access to Kilchattan Church on Luing.
In both
churches there is a team of musicians available to
assist in worship using other musical instruments in
addition to the organs.
Both churches also have
internet access, which is made freely available to
visitors.
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On the mainland, KILNINVER CHURCH
was built in 1792.
The building has now been purchased by
Kilninver Estate, which is therefore
responsible for its maintenance, but it
continues to be used for worship on
alternate Sundays, and for other special
occasions including baptisms, weddings
and funerals, by kind permission of the
Estate.
was built in 1785 and is in good order, with a new heating system. It
KILMELFORD CHURCH
has excellent acoustics. There is a small graveyard, going back many centuries, beside the
church. The Village War Memorial is to the front and church car park to the rear.
The church has no toilet. Planning permission has recently been granted to build an annexe
with disabled toilet facility and a light and airy meeting room which will include local
history/heritage information.
Quite apart from providing overflow and gatherings for weddings, funerals and music events,
along with space for socialising around church services and functions generally, this room will
enable Session Meetings etc. to be held there instead of in the Manse as at present, so allowing
more privacy to the Minister's family life.

Kilninver and Kilmelford churches have an organ, and the congregation has an excellent and
enthusiastic organist. Services in each church are held at 12 noon on alternate Sundays.
Occasional joint Kilbrandon/Kilchattan services and united Netherlorn Churches services are
also held. Both congregations hold special services at other times of the year, particularly
Advent, Christmas, Holy Week and Easter.
Both congregations use the Good News Bible and CH4 and usually follow the Revised
Common Lectionary.
Worship material in some of the churches also includes Mission
Praise, Spill the Beans, Hillsong and Wild Goose.
There are no churches of any other denomination in Netherlorn. St John’s Episcopal
Cathedral in Oban holds monthly Eucharist services in Kilbrandon Church on a Sunday
afternoon.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Kilbrandon and Kilchattan Church has a congregational roll of 101, together with a number of
adherents, and a Kirk Session of seventeen. The congregation provides Super Sunday
(Kilbrandon) and Sunday School (Kilchattan) for children. An all-age service is held in both
churches on the last Sunday of each month.
MESSY CHURCH

Kilbrandon and Kilchattan Church also holds
regular Messy Church events between four and six
times a year in Seil Island Hall, and once a year in
the summer at Cullipool Hall on the Isle of Luing.
Two Worship Leaders from Kilbrandon and
Kilchattan, who are accredited Godly Play story
tellers, visit the primary schools on Seil and Luing
six times a year to tell Godly Play stories.

Both Messy Church and Godly Play are also occasionally
used as Sunday services in Kilbrandon and Kilchattan.
Meetings for prayer and reflection are held in Kilbrandon
and Kilchattan during the week. Kilninver and Kilmelford
Church has a congregational roll of fifty, again with a
number of adherents, and a Kirk Session of five. The
congregation runs the Xplorers group for children once a
month on a Sunday afternoon in Kilmelford Church.
There is an elder-led service once a year during the
Spring.
The monthly coffee mornings in Kilmelford
Village Hall raise funds for the church and hall.

THE BLESSING,
XPLORERS

There are quarterly Community Celebrations in Kilmelford Church, with music, story-telling
and audience participation and the annual Parish Lunch and Produce Sale is always very well
supported by the community and is a major fundraiser for the church. All members and
adherents of both congregations who are involved in working with children, young people and
vulnerable adults have undergone safeguarding training and PVG checks. Both parishes have
good contacts with their local communities.
Members of the congregations participate in local community organisations, including the
weekly Lunch Club in Seil Island Hall, British Legion, the Parent and Toddlers' Groups in
Kilmelford Village Hall and Seil Island Hall, the local Volunteer Car Scheme, the three
Community Councils, village hall committees, history groups, and the local golf club on Seil.
Members also volunteer as First Responders and local firefighters. One of the musicians in
Kilbrandon Church leads Seil Sound, a local choir which includes many members of the
congregation and participates in Christmas worship and other events in Kilbrandon Church.
Kilbrandon Church has set up a Pastoral Care Team to serve the community on Seil.
Kilbrandon and Kilchattan are supporters of Fair Trade, with regular Fair-Trade stalls after
Sunday services, and the use of Fair-Trade tea and coffee.
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ACHIEVEMENTS & CHALLENGES
WORSHIP AND WORSHIP LEADERS
Over the past ten years, the Netherlorn Churches have developed a team of worship
leaders to support the Minister in planning and leading worship in the four church
buildings. The team presently includes two Readers, six local worship leaders trained and
accredited by Argyll Presbytery, and several other congregational members who are
experienced in leading worship and who have been especially helpful since our previous
Minister left in March 2019 and subsequently during the Covid restrictions.
Some members of the team, however, are less able now to lead worship than they were
previously, so the challenge is to encourage more people across the Netherlorn Churches
to take on this role and to undergo training for this.

Our
worship
leaders
seek
to
be
imaginative and creative in planning and
leading worship. However, worship in
some of our Netherlorn Churches is often
perceived to be unappealing especially to
younger people.

MUSIC IN KILCHATTAN

We hope that in the future we can
continue to change, and the challenge
here is to develop ways of worshipping
together which might appeal to a greater
variety of ages and to a greater variety of
people who may not have been previously
interested in church as it is today.

ONLINE WORSHIP
During the Covid restrictions, the Netherlorn Churches have provided livestreaming
worship videos on YouTube, involving many of our worship leaders and others in the
congregations.
These videos have been very well received, and our viewing numbers have been far greater
than the numbers of people who have previously attended a church.
The challenge here, therefore, is to look ahead to when restrictions ease and our churches
are open again for worship - what kind of continuing online presence will we need to have,
and how will that be achieved? How can we keep our online worshippers engaged in other
aspects of our church life?
Here
is
a
link
to
to
our
recent
online
Harvest
Thanksgiving
service:
http://www.netherlornchurches.org.uk/events/sunday-on-line-worship-led-by-fionacruickshanks/
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Kilmelford Church started outdoor fortnightly afternoon services at the end of August. They
have been greatly appreciated by those who do not have access to worship offered online and
much preferred by some to the altered atmosphere of the church due to restriction measures.
The services have been an excellent and welcome opportunity for folk to come together for
the comfort of prayer and fellowship at this time. It is intended to continue worshipping out of
doors for as long as weather allows.

OUTDOOR SERVICE, KILMELFORD

SEED FOR LIFE, FEED FOR LIFE
The Netherlorn Churches have established a link with the community and church
(Church of Central Africa Presbyterian) in Bemvu, a remote rural area in Malawi. As a result of
a visit to Netherlorn by two church members from Bemvu, a project called Seed for Life, Feed
for Life was set up to raise funds for farmers in Bemvu to buy seed and fertilizer, so that the
community is given food security - 120 farmers received support in 2019/20, and 140 will be
supported in 2020/21. Regular meals are also provided for 1,200 primary school children
every school day. Seed for Life has now been set up as an independent Scottish Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), whose Board of Trustees includes members of the local
community as well as members the Netherlorn Churches.
The SCIO has been successful in obtaining Scottish Government grants for this project, as well
as raising substantial funds locally. It also has a Harvest Fund to provide seed and fertilizer for
people in Bemvu with greater need, mainly widows bereaved because of HIV, and a
Scholarship Fund to support 16 pupils through secondary education. More information can be
found on the Seed for Life website: www.seedforlife.org.uk Seed for Life’s aim is to make
Bemvu self-sustaining in food security, so the challenge here is to find other ways of keeping
E N J O Y with
I N G Bemvu thriving and benefitting all churches and communities.
our relationship
MESSY CHURCH
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